Words of Bitterness

Only in youth is one a true citizen of the world. I too have
been young ; but since I left the land of phantasy, since I
have lived in Germany, I have been most horribly bored.

LUDWIG BORNE,   1830

Oh, how angry I am! Do send me, some time or other, a
parcel of German soil, that I may swallow it ! Apart from
the fact that it is good for acidity of the stomach, I can at
least, in this way, symbolically destroy and embrace the
accursed land.                                    LUDWIG BORNE, 1830

It is too depressing ! No hope that Germany will be free until
the best of her living philosophers, theologians and his-
torians are locked up and the writings of the dead ones
burned. . . .                                     LUDWIG BORNE, 1831

German indifference is really of such a quality that it baffles
all calculation.                                 GEORG BUCHNER, 1833

Is there anywhere a more revolting, more undignified
apparition than that of the German philistine, who, having
fallen out of a hot fever into a cold, stuffs cotton- wool into
his ears in order to keep the thousand voices of life at bay !

FRIEDRICH  HEBBEL,   1839-1840

You threaten me, saying that I may be cast out of the German
nation. Have you ever heard of anyone threatening to cast a
man out of prison?                              ARNOLD RUGE, 1844

*

It is a wretched country, and a certain Ruge is right when he
says : "The German is a scurvy fellow."

RICHARD  WAGNER,   1863
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